
Engaging Communities, 
Advancing Sustainability: 
Citizen Science Kits in Libraries

Dolores Mumelaš
National and University Library in Zagreb

Let’s Go Green! 2023: The Second NSK International Green Libraries Conference, November 9th 2023



What is a citizen science kit?



Citizen Science kits in libraries

• accessible location within communities

• educational resources and knowledgeable 

staff support

• community gathering points 

• established credibility and trustworthiness

• learning experiences and skill development

• inclusivity



The power of citizen science kits



SciStarter and citizen science kits

• The Libraries as Community Hubs for Citizen 
Science program

• about the program and participating libraries
• citizen science kits list with detailed programs
• kit feedback survey
• resources for librarians

https://scistarter.org/library-kits





Measuring light in the night



Advantages and disadvantages 
of citizen science kits

Increased engagement

Data collection at scale

Cost-effective

Diverse perspectives

Educational opportunities

Quality control

Limited expertise

Data bias

Coordination and communication



Conclusion

Citizen science kits empower individuals to actively contribute data and insights, 
aiding in environmental research and conservation efforts. They expand the reach 

of scientific monitoring, providing a more comprehensive understanding of 
environmental issues. Ultimately, they promote collective action for a healthier 

planet.

Libraries benefit from citizen science kits by promoting science education, fostering 
community engagement, and contributing to scientific research. These kits 

enhance scientific literacy and creativity while raising environmental and civic 
awareness. They also make valuable resources accessible to a wider audience, 

aligning with libraries' educational missions.



Would you like to learn how to build your own
 citizen science kit for your library? 

Join us in the workshop: 'Build Your Own Citizen 
Science Kit for Sustainable Exploration’!

THANK YOU! 

Dolores Mumelaš   dmumelas@nsk.hr
National and University Library in Zagreb
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