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Today

• Starting in your own library – British Library example

• Integration of different functions and competencies

• National cooperation – Green Libraries Partnership

• International cooperation



The British Library
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The main sources of direct emissions are 
known, and the high level approach needed

The path to Net Zero Carbon for our 

direct carbon emissions:

1. Baseline and prioritise the main 

sources of direct emissions

2. Lean – reduce energy use through 

more efficient systems, fabric 

improvements, behaviour change

3. Clean – avoid fossil fuels by 

switching from gas/oil to electric 

solutions, such as heat pumps

4. Green – generate electricity on site 

(e.g. solar or wind) and procure from 

100% renewable tariffs

5. Seen – monitor, report, share 

6. Offset residual emissions  in 

reputable ways (max 10% 

recommended by SBTI)

14%
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Sources of BL’s direct carbon emissions 2022/2023

(scope 1 & 2, and some transport scope 3)

Gas - St Pancras

Gas - BLCC

Gas - B.Spa Building 31

Gas - B.Spa Building 32

Gas - B.Spa other

Electricity - St Pancras

Electricity - Boston Spa

Transport - fleet, road & rail

Transport - flights

Transport - Link

Fugitive emissions
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• Reducing greenhouse 

gas emissions – a 67% 

reduction on the 

2009/2010 baseline

• Waste: 48% reduction 

from  2009/10 baseline

• Recycling: 66% of all 

waste

Reducing emissions at the BL since 2009/2010

Over the last decade and led by the Estates team, the Library has 

significantly reduced its carbon emissions and waste.

The Library has been working to the Greening Government 

Commitments which demonstrate how the Library is working to 

improve its environmental performance, measured against a 

2009/10 baseline. In 2019/2020 1, for instance, we achieved targets 

for:

1 Prior to temporary effect of Covid-19
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Knowledge Matters – British Library Strategy 2023-2030

The Library has an existing overall goal to achieve 

net zero emissions by 2050

In this strategy period, we will be seeking to meet, 

and exceed these targets, by adapting our ways of 

working and our estates to radically reduce our 

emissions. 
As a national library and a repository of global 

knowledge that resides within a powerful network 

of libraries, research and cultural institutions, our 

opportunity to have a positive impact goes far 

beyond decarbonisation. 

Importance of collaboration with other libraries, 

advocacy, work with communities and audiences.

Objective 1:

Continue decarbonising our existing estate 

and embedding best practice in 

environmental performance in new buildings 

being constructed in this period 

Objective 2:

Continue opening up the collection in new 

and interesting ways for people working 

on the ideas and solutions to the 

environmental challenges we face – from 

climate research to enabling sustainable 

business and enterprise, and engaging 

people through culture and learning, to 

increasing climate literacy and visibility of 

climate science. 
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More than buildings

• Governance and ways of working

• Resilience and real life impacts

• Enabling staff to lead the change

• Wider impact on positive environmental action, 
including societal impact through our programming 
and collection



12bl.uk

Staff sustainability group
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Green Libraries Partnership
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https://www.cilip.org.uk/page/GreenLibraries

Green Libraries Partnership and Campaign

CILIP, Libraries Connected, Arts Council, Julie’s Bicycle, 

British Library and everyone else who wants to take part

https://www.cilip.org.uk/page/GreenLibraries


17bl.uk

Green Libraries Partnership

• Established in 2022

• Our vision is of a better future for planet and people, 

empowered and supported by librarians and library 

workers

• Our mission is to place libraries at the heart of 

environmental change
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Green Libraries Partnership - aims

• Discover and harness the existing work going on in 

libraries relating to Sustainability

• Build and support environmental understanding and 

action within libraries so they can play their full part 

in creating a better future for planet and people

• Enable libraries to work with their communities to 

continue to build environmental understanding and 

action

• Position libraries at the heart of local environmental 

programmes including those led by Local Authorities
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Green Libraries Survey

• Early on in environmental journey
• 27% at the very beginning

• 56% making initial progress

• 85% follow local authority polices (relevance varies)

• 15% have their own environmental policy and plan

• 32% are developing their own environmental policy 
and plan

• 36% have staff with environmental roles and 
responsibilities

• 38% have some environmental training
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Green Libraries Grant Fund – round 1

• 15 projects

Examples:

• Wakefield Libraries - Encouraging sustainable 
transport to our libraries

• Blackburn with Darwen Libraries - Environmental 
activities at the Blackburn with Darwen Children’s 
Literature Festival

• Eltham Libraries - Wishing Well: Eltham Library’s 
Community Garden



‘The CILIP Green Libraries Fund 

enabled us to use the festival to raise 

awareness around what can be done 

to make a real and positive difference 

in our communities to support the 

green agenda.  It explored themes of 

protecting nature and the environment 

in a variety of ways, in two libraries 

across five days, and reached over 

2,000 children who visited with their 

schools and engaged online.’

Adele Karwat, Services Manager 

Libraries and Archives, Blackburn 

Central Library
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Green Libraries Conference
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#GreenLibrariesWeek
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Green Libraries Manifesto

• Bring environmental sustainability to the heart of 
decision-making

• Innovate and evolve

• Work with our communities

• Use our voice for more impact

• Work in partnership

• Grow and share our knowledge

• Support young people

https://www.cilip.org.uk/page/GreenLibrariesManifesto

https://www.cilip.org.uk/page/GreenLibrariesManifesto


International cooperation
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Learning from each other
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Libraries and positive climate action 
international series

• Community engagement

• Sustainable buildings – 21st November, 10am GMT –
bookings open on Eventbrite

• Preserving collections – 11th December, 10am GMT –
bookings open on Eventbrite
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Assisting each other
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Maximising impact and global vision

What if:

• Every library is a green library

• Sustainability and climate is a part of our 

core services, competencies and values

• We are an engaging source of scientific 

evidence

• We support our communities in climate 

action initiatives and inspire them to imagine 

and create their positive climate futures 

• We are prepared to support our 

communities to be more resilient to climate 

change




